
Gatheringthe

Past

new exhibitionat

the Jerusalem Artist's

House triesto make

sense of itsown ghosts

of the past and anxietiesof

the future.Curatorialchoices

create narrativethat is at once

exclusionaryand inclusive,and it

is dauntingtask to capturethe

Zeitgeistof any periodintime.

This month, the Jerusalem's

Artist'sHouse willexplorethe

museum as vestigeof history

with Gatherer Nonfunctional

Display.Before the JAH existed

in itscurrent incarnation,

there was the Bezalel National

Museum, multidisciplinary

museum that displayed

wide-rangingcollectionof

taxidermies, archeological

artifacts.botany,arts and

crafts,Judaica, and more.

Bezalel reflected need to

forge national Jewish identity,

and often fused 'Eretz-lsrael'

motifs with Utopianimagery.It

was closed in .5691Gatherer

Nonfunctional Displaywill

return to the National Museum

bytransformingitselfinto

metaphoricspace, overflowing

with relicsof both highand low

culture.The displayrepresents

an "open structure of seemingly

nonfunctional knowledge,"

wherein the task of curating

becomes politicalone. The

exhibitionismeant to be self-

reflexive,drawingattention to

the act of collectionitself.It

exploresthe roleof objectsin

identityformation, and how the

hoardingof 'things'can become

reflexiveact.

Participatingartistsinclude:David

Adika, BoazArad, Maya Attoun,

GiliAvissar, Carmel Bar, Ido Bar-El,

Keren Benbenisty,David Chaki,

Dana Darvish. DoritFigovich

Goddard, Yair Garbuz, Dor Guez,

Rachel Kainy,Gabi Kricheli,Elad

Larom, EllaLittwitz,and others.

Closes August .8Jerusalem

Artists' House, 12 Shmuel

Hanagid St, Jerusalem
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